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ABSTRACT

A commumication itowerntion in Vesica Vagnal Fistula (WF) s 4 con vradication agnda shrategy and
eepormne To intowention mevages could belp to acliove He goal of prevesting and controlling WE s
Nigria. This study was desigped 1o assess communily prctption of e impact of radia meviages on Vesica
Vaginal Fistla Distase in North-west Nigeria. To ackiove the objectives of Hhe study, uavey resarch design
war adopted wlile; tewiow and Focvs Growp Discwarions were wued as e restanch inatuments or dats
collection. The data war analyped wing comtent analysis by adopting te sie-step model of Bryman. The
(indings shows Hat awareness off WE was through other radio programmes where |pindly bealth Lypes ane
also Lscwned, Wt e wis me specific progranmme dwoted To Hhe compaigp on Hhe disan. Tle radio
rovided W meeded information om WE and, fjor those Hat beard the messages, Wy wied sk information
o enbamce Hhein lnowledg of e divear, bt s impact were wot vigpifiicant becase e meviags do ot
AU Lealth personmel and e media bovses covertd comewned Yt radio meviags on WF bave ot been
conducted vgulanly and Hare s o specific day or mporting on e disarn. Media practitioners lave
encountertd many problems in hen involvement in compaign againat WE in North West Nigria. Some of
WF and lealth. reporting, competition (pom other programmes, and short dunation for WF selated storiea.
Tle study concluded Wat despste He (gt Wat radic mass midia bave enormons potrntial To influence
beslthenelated bebaniouwns and percyplions, Me vwan of media for bealth dvelopmert s not withowt bidebes on
dallengr. The study rcommended Wat Mesiages on Ll repuliive bealth condition, sk a2 WF sbould be
[quertly aind, porsibly, brosdeart on a daily lasis 10 Uat people in W Study anta can be well nformed
about e divas. Ao, for e radio To achiwe We devined realts on W, 1 should wie He appropriate
darnils Ut are people orienttd snd alio incran Yein campaigmn by dedicaling progpammer To Hhe
COMfhAgtn
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Yot lead 1o e

social sejection of many young women (UNFPA,2012). The exact magmitude of VVF

wokldwide i1 wdmown. However, e Workd Healtd. O'IWM\ (WHO, 2018) estimated ot over
20 willion womern are Living with Was condition, with S0,000 7a 100,000 new cases per ammmim.
Eack yean betwenn SO 000 2o 100 000 womer worldwide are affected by obitetric (iitula.

Fortunately, WF Lo preventable; it can largely be avoided by delaing We age of (1ol pregmamcy, e
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Glolal sttertion was drawn 1o Ye problem of WF in Nigeria in 2003 whes UNFPA Lavmcled e
Lardmank Campaigm 1o End [Lotila. The initiative bangely focused onm improving Deatment supplics
1o addrers mateovnal Lealth problems associated witl We disvase, bt W implemerted tewentions
bane ol ntach optimum coverage 1o oflain e derined impact (NDHS, 2008). This Lo becasae WF 4o
U comently one of e matrmal morlidities and morlality problem in Nignia. The situation i
being more widence in e Nortlers part of the comtny, with provalence estimate ramging [rom 4
Low 41 400,000 76 42 munch 42 300,000 cares; Sh of Hese cars are |pom e Northerse region
(NDHS, 2008). Tle Last twe decades bave WWWa{MMWWM«VVF witl Awverse
neseandd itrets. A digificant proportion of raeancbens bave worked on eatmend and porsilile
oeadsy infected females (UNFPA (2012). Also, sesesncions im the social sciemces bave comantrated
on Yt implicalions of He disean on Yt society. Particular emplaris bas been on e belavional
adjuncts arociated witl We disease and Ye demogpaplic daractnintion of women whe deelop WF.
However, Here ane very ew studiecs Hat focws on Hhe role of He media on W, and #is concern is
important becavae He responsibilily of Hhe mass medic in reporting lealth inues Lo premised on e
sstsinslle bealth Aevelopomert tnoughout he world remains vital (Li, 2008).

Among Hhe mars media Wal el in Yo socitly, Hhe radio i1 Hhe mort influentiasl medivm [or
1o mins medivon seaches mone eople. WE nformation (rom radio in form of sdvertisements,
wewa, dnd Live show conlitutes Hhe major ways Unouwgh which females gain WE information. Thia
4 becanae e radio i cheaper To it and T cam rbinfjorce We sdiice Wt bealtl workers give and
deliver iformation 1o amilies who bave diflicultios in secssing 4 bealth worker (Dentyer, 2009).12
bar ben empinically proven Hat radio We can be dffectively wd o promote bealth related
Lsmea(Centre for International Media Avsistance, 2007).

In order To achieve Ye goal of prevesting and cowtrolling WE in Nigeria, qoverment and otfer
Aabebolders wlich incduded doational lodies and donors agencies lave supported snd
inplement 4 sumden of eligftnment programs among women in Nortl-west Nigeria and e mass
media, particularly e ridio Tnds To be We major camiens of Hhe WF campaign messagr.
Comently, WF i comvidered 4 major pullic bealth problem in Nerth-West Nigria, reguining
dffective media campaigms To sduce Hhe prvalence of b ocomnence. The radie bas npntd sectns o
VVFWWWWWMWM%%WWWNW(AQA, 2013;
Clristian & Uche, 201S) Wtl appropriate mensages and dfective commumication sewics, e
redio cam bring about situdinal and bbaviowal dange Towards prventing and controlling VWF

WSSCM [ M



hidomationsl Jowrnal of Secial Sciumets and Conflict Masagmert

ISSN: 25367234 (Print): 2536-1242 (Online)
Volume S, Number 2, Juse 2020

W.Aw{,qumw,MWWWMWhWWW.A4M,
wews coverage of lealth. ivuen bas become ment prevalent in e media (Bbwmed and Bates, 2013).

Thw4mmwuwmmmwumwo¢m
WMLMWVW%MWWM, WMWMWMWWW Tlis i important
becanse prverting and managing WE [itula contribute 1o e Suitainalle Development Goal 3 of
improving matornal Lealtl. The specific purpos of His paper i1 10:1) anstsr commummily awareness
and Yt prception of We influnce of radio mesiages on WF,2) bealtl workers perception of radie
1 boped hat the oulcome of Win tudsy el To gererate imformation Hal could some s imputs it
incidence of WF in the staten.

METHODROLOGY
Study Area
Kane and Katvina States are bocated in the North-west gopolitical yome of Nigeria. The yone bas lees
noted 1o bawe 4 ligh prvslence of dbitetnic fiitila due largely To early marriage and (pilint To
wtilige modevn matewwity wwicts dwning prtgancy and delwery (ljiga, Ribman & Aloyefs,
2010). Matersity semices are provided in botl states by orthodos public and privately-owned bealth.
fpeilities a2 well a1 wrlicnud Traditional Bt Attndarts (TBA1) wiing Wein bomes or The
womin's fome ffor Hen practice Umoivolo Y lnyang-E10f,2012). The National Population
Commirsion etimited Mt population of [emales 1o be 6,100,781 in Kane State and 3,781,640 in
Katsina State in 2016. Both. states share te same cultrt and Hansa people (sometimes grouped with
e Fulari as Havsa-Fularns) are the Largest e group. The Local people engage in peasant fprming,
ety Drading and cattle vaning. There ane thinteen radio dations in Kano State while Katsina State
KMW The avaibalility of Hhese radio datiom implies Wat We population of e study anta bas
sccrns To 4 broad variely of bealth cane information.

Tl tudy adepted swowey design wiing Foens Growp Discnssions (FGDs) and In-depth. Interviews

(’Dh)ha@témwwaedéw.TﬁMW%WoWo{W,Mm@,WWMM
atending artnidal care st Amiru Kano Teacking Hospital, Karo and Fedenal Medical Conitr,

Katsina; and women nctiving teatment a1 Lavre Fitula Cotre, Karo and National Obstetric
Fistula Contre, Katsina. Tlis dassification war camitd out To diminate any digmatization o
wfected women and to dllow e participants To vxpress Wamaelves [peely withoul smy s, The
whection of participants for FOD was dome 1o enune broad represenistion of Hhe particspants in
s of age, ity and tdicational datua. The smber of discwssints [or ek sarion ranges
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[pom 8-12. A 1014l of 8 FOD1 sessions with €1 panticipants Took part in Hhe focus-group dscnssion
wirions, ZQwKamMMZZwWM.TmWWWMdeMuW
WMWWWWWW&MMWWWMWM The
discvssions were Taperecorded in sddition To wole-dading by Dained ssarch asidtants. A i

pre-coded questionmaine Wal bad bern pre-tested swccsfplly was admirnistond o tach participint
i order To oliain Hein age, WF slatus, rligion, ocompation, warilal dlatus, and Hhen lwel o
tducation.

The study poplition also corvisted of bealth personmel and progamme officers in e aelected
media outfits. In-dpth were conductid with 10 bealth cane providers on WE and ) programme
offficrrs in e slected mediv outfits. Purposive sampling hchmigue was abso wied 1o slect 4 public
MWWWWWMM T&Wemmwmmaﬂw
FM (public radia dtation) and Vivien FM (private radia dation) in Katsina State, while Radia
Kana (public radio dtation) and Wagolia FM (private radio dation) were slecttd in Kano State.
Twe reporters each were selected [pom Programme Deparntment in Comparion FM, Radio Karo and
Wayobia, while one war selected [pom Vidion FM. Twe wurss were each intowiewed a1 National
Obattric Fistula Centre, Katsina, Fednral Medical Contre, Katsina and Lavne Fistila Contre Kane,
while foun were itewiewed i Aminun Kano Teacking Hospital Karo.

Data Aralipsin

T&WWW%WFG%M@’WW@MWWWWW%@
MWT&WWMWN@W@WWW-MW&&W
Lilelling nelevand pieces such. an words, phrass, untemers, sctions, conctpts (Mhematic analysis) (3)
deciding We mostl imporlant codes, and ereate catigoninn (4) Labelling catigorios and decide He most
rtlevard ones and bow Yy cormect To one another (S) decide whethen bivranchy conld le created in
Wt categorios im order of imporlanct or 1ot dnd (§) pressdation, trpretation and dscusrion of
neadts. Thin sie-step model was performed on Hhe Tectual data in orden To qualitativily achiove e
MWW.

RESULTS

Claractiristion of) the Sampled FGD and lon-depth lntowiew Participarts

Table 1 dbows e busbdows of e state, WF slatus, age poups, educational level, religion,
oconpalion and marital datus of We participants. Al He participants gave tein informed compnt
To Tade part in We ttudy and eepressed Yemalves (peely witbout any swswations. A Total of €1
participants Took (art in e [oows-group discnssion srsions, 28 in Katsina State and 33 in Kano
State. Forty (68.9%) of He women were WF pationts, while mineteen (31.1%) were mon-WF. The
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mafority (63.9%) of e participants were in Hhein active plase of e and belonged 1o e 15-3S
grars 4ge roup. Meost (49.2%) of Yam bad wo [ormal chucition and 4 vast majority (80.2%) were
Moslens. The majority (81.9%) of Uhe participants were married 4t e Lime of We study.

Tuble 1: Claractrristios of the Sampled Popilation for FGD and Interviews

FOD Participants Health, workers
Claractristion Variable Freguency Percestage Freguency
State Katsina 28 45.9 04
Kane 33 S41 08
VVF Statins WF patients 42 €89 00
Now-VVF 19 311 10
Age group <18 0s 8.2 00
18-28 22 361 00
238 20 32.8 04
36-4S 14 229 08
Educational status No formal education 30 4.2 00
Primary 15 247 00
Secondary 02 134 00
Tertisny 0§ 4.8 10
Otfers 02 32 00
Religion lolam 7] 0.3 0
Clristianity 12 19 03
Oconpation Howsewife 22 361 00
Farming 15 24.6 00
Civil semant 09 1.7 10
Trading/butismers 14 224 00
Student 01 16 00
Marital status Maried ) 819 10
Diverced 04 €S 00
Separated ] 15 00
Widowed 02 3.2 00
Single 03 49 00

Sowce: Author's [ieldwork, 2016

A 1014l of Tew lealth workers participated in e ntewiow aspect of We study.Six were fpom Kane
State and [jour [pom Katiina State. Fou of Hhe participants were between He age group 26-3S yeans
while &gt were between e age poup 35 years and above. AU were marnied, bad atiained Tertiory
Lvel o education, wine were Mulinma and Ynee were of W Christion [pith.

Awsrtsess of Radio Communication Campaignls) Programme/ orgpniyation for WF

Mot discwssants wert mot awart of radio commumicition campiism programme for WF conducted
nemender mentioned e wame of We modl populan radio compirim programme 1o indde, Vi diens,
Litita Radio, Lafeya ari, Dosrin lyalintte, Healtl iz Wealdly while Ye programmes in Kano State
wre: Mui Lafiga, Abincita lafigarka and Motinbiyi Litita. Some beard ot WF only in e
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borpital, gt could ot smember e Topic of information wen Howgh 1 was betwer WE and 4
werything (cavss, symploms, prvestion and heatment of WE i Hhe radio campaign) The
bnowledg war corvitntly licher among WE patints and particulanly amony thor Hhat lave
beard about We Aisease. The grnenal [eeling of respordent's awareness of radio programmes on WE L
bow 41 4 majorily of Yem cold 1ol gue 4 ypecific rame of 4 progamme Yty bad leard &then
veently or in Yo past about e divane. The geral sssumption or conclusion bing Hat
programmes Targeled againat WE are not adequate.

WMMWMMWWWMWM,WWW#&VVFMW&MMWMM
MM,MWM,M%M%WWW.T@WMW,MﬂMG&m
nedio progammes, ey daim ot Wein renewed : ) dwdreness snd contion about Wis
direare i mow informing Hhen conduct. The programme also brosdened Hhe acope of bmowledge of e
Aty who before Hhen lad some misconceplions and doults about He Aisas. The finding
wppert Keating, Meduns and Adewngi (2006€) assntion Hhat exporme To radio messager on bealth
rlated mattns belped youths 1o Amissd wulls and misconcplions about disvases. The babid of
Listning 1o proguammes on WE on e radic dalions Lo an important [actor in changing or
ncluding positive sttitudes on Yo Aivan.

Impact off WF Radio Spots or Messages
Discwssants whe bad Latomed 1o radio spots o1 mersags on WE were aslied 1o ewalvate the influence
of We information Wey leard [pom Ye radio on Wer bbaviow towards WF prevestion and
neatmend. AU e discvssants reported Yot in sweral wasps, Hhein bmowledge of WE a2 well 44
prwention and Duatment practices, bas improved Tumendowily, 4s o wull of We radio meviagr.
I fpct, Al of W 16id T improved Yein sliude Towards prevertion and eatmend. They rated e
nformation ar rtlwart and lave sigrificantly inmpacted on Wein Ufe. A dacrsant who lad
Listered 1o radio meniage on WF was optimistic Yat eeporwne To radio mensages on WF las Lingely
inpacted Yhem. She reported Wua:
ills which bane empowertd me To 1abh 1o other women about Hhe Ainas. This information
bas 1ot only Lelp me but my communily a1 4 whole, | am now capable of Talling about e
canaes, prvention and heatment of e disease. Now | bave 4 Lot of information becann of
e radio progam(Katiina discwrsand).

MM,AWW:
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We lad more enlightenment after exposne 1o We radio progamme becamae, we wae To Wik
Wt i1 s only prolonged labow Wit cavses WF divease. We now bmow Yat there ane other

canaer bt eanly manriage and rape canm alre canne ' (FGD, Kana s1ate).

One disewsrant rgported bow radio messages on WE bave influenced bor bmowledse and e
conmumily sbout Hhe disease in Y [ollowing wiy:
e programme rally wlightoned wi not To iy a1 bome duning Lild delivery. [t also
kil awanemers i ws Yol going To e boytal Lo He beat place To sk fjor medical care
when pregrant (FGD, Katrina).

Womern that were sctiving heatment pointed out Wat radio dascwssion sbout WE and prevestion
merrages bas impactid positively on Hhem and otnded To otler women Hhat were wot expond o e
programme. Tley reported Hat We progpamme bas hanged Hein views about WF and were able 1o
nfluence othens portively. They aaid ey Ascuss 8 among enmatlyes and in some cans; 1 lasted
[or Long bowrs a1 1igfl in [orm of jolkes and Adbates. Ao 4 reslt, Hhey daim Wal Wein renmewed

{ , dwiremers and cintion about Wir Asar Lo mow informing Hein conduct and
prwentive bebavion. The radie meviager also broadud e scope of hnowledge of some women who
Wee participarts comincingly wid; Wen People Living with W sbondd le Tifler care of " Thin s
olvions agpinat Ue backgpourd of sente igmatigation and discrimivation fprmed by 4 ligh degpee

Mest of e panticipants alre comfirm Hhat e radio meviags bas impacted on Yhem becanse ey
gpimed confidence in seling information on WE a1 4 resdt of Yo information Hhey got [rom e
Some of Hhe new reported infjormation gained was Ual:

“Artenatal cant in important”

“11 0 mot only tanly marriage tat is Hhe canse of VWF"

“Girls slould be rige for manriage before Gven Hhem out in marniage”

“Not 1o slay at bome during laboun”

“Girkeiri cud and Nan Wargins are alve predioporing fpctons.

"OWAWMMMWM06VVF.

In addition, He lmowledge of He Liscvssants were brosdened in We ana of tarky maniage, 1o He
dfect Wt it became lean Wal early mamviage and rape were potent pudisposing factors 1o WF

incrtase e dances of) WE infection. The need and sdvantage of qoing for antenatal care was betier
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appreciated by sl discwssants. Some other misconcptions about We canser of W were cleard.
Alout ome-guarter of We participarts in Hhe FOD reported Wt Hhein Lowg beld belie] Yat WWF
patients were auffring for Hhein wrong-doings stiributing e condition To pumishmert [pom e
gods for Hhein nfidelity war [inally and scntifically debunbed as 4 resnll of e radio messag.
This wan smmariged by 4 discussant et
“Before | beard te nadio message, | vae To angue Win poind wilh some of my [piends, | was
baning & Aiflfrent view Ul amy woman with WE was suffiring for ber wrong-doings and 4
pusmirhment pom e gods for ber infidelity” (FGD, Katsina slate).

Views of panticipants were sought on whether Hhe radio meviages on WF contained information on

Wb wacptibility 1o WF divease, swerity of e disar, bendfits of prvertion and seding

eatment [or Hhe disease. Al Hhe participants reported Wl He radio programme id. They reported

of W information gotton [pom Hhe radio campasgms. A disevssant summanriyed 2 Wis way:
'T&WWW%VVFMWWMM%WMMW%W
and wen mont. Tlin ia becavae it alao it also 1alled about some otfer Lealtf. balits we Aid
wot lnow belfore sk an Giskin. cud and Yandar Wargani” (FODKatsina).

Discwsrants were ashed whether radio messages bave reached people and wlat 2 bas acliwed in Yein
community. Mort of them rported tat WE radio mersages bave not reached people and bave ol
acbieved wuch. in Htin communily. This prolably could be becanse some of Hem do ot owned radio,
Howeer, [tw parnticipants who achmowledged Wat Hhe messags bave aclioed o Lttle, perceived e
value of Hhe radio progammes as informative. 1t dscwsss Al Yy weed To bomow about Hhe Aisease
némgirg [rom canaes, symploms, prvertion and heatment. Discusiants wern wninimons ol
despte Ye [4ct Y radio messages bave ot neaced mary people and bave ol acbied wuch in Htin
conmumnily, Yty wor of We opinion Hal e radio 1 an dfftctive inatrment of information and
hucation about WF eypecially when te meviags are in s banguage Hhe people wnderstand. This i
becanae Al Lisewrrants Hat bave Latened To any of We WE programmes agreed Hhat Hhe programmes
inentased Wain awareness about Yo divcare. A disevssant who opined ot e radio ia dffective in
disseminating information on WE eeplained hat:

Radio mesvsages ane effective, and we beliove Yat 3 WE Lo mestioned, 1 will be effective in

ortating awiremess dhout He diseane. Tere dowld be more messages on radie on WF

eopecially for We runal Awellers” (FGD, Kane State).

Mot of te participants who bad Litewed 1o radio spots on W expressed e views that Hhe conternt

a&WW&MMMWMAMWWJMUM&MWéWT&MWW
cortution by Obukosdats snd Alual (2014) Uit Hhe medic n Nigria are alive 1o Hein

wwellanct functions in campasgping [or dficincy in disan cowhrol and prwention. The
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That & only ey are more [pequent, 3 will belp becanse information o powen.

Pirticipants were asled 1o make suggestions on bow informition Ynough ridia could febp in
ucating people on WE. Some sggested ot the messages sbhould be deviged Libe advertioments judt
Ll Wy Ao [or [amily plarming and walaria and be guen promimence. The messages sbould be short
(brie]) and dnamatiped 10 Uat people especially women will wnderitand 1 better. They alro sggested
Wit Yo compaigpa should be more [peguent and more Time sllocated 1o addrers quertions ariving
[pom He presntation. More messager dbhould be desiged [or radio, and e divare Lo mertion
dvring bealt 1alle 41 artenatal cane.

The FGD [indings dbow Ual information Unough e radio bad corvidralle influence on
reapondents in We prevetion and heatment of WF in e study area. Tle gneral sesponae pom e
discwrrants on We impact of radio on WE Lo et 3 only Hhe media can wie Hhe radio 1o design
mersages im and in Linguage Ut people wnderstand (Havsa linguage [or Yo study ana), te women
will bave mort awartmess and Yas barn T attend ANC sewicer wlich will belp tem prevent e
direase. Howeer, in e wend Hhat Wy abready bane been alfected by e divease, Hhe radio messags

Health Workers Perception of Radio Messages on VVUF

The general nesponae (pom boydal personned about WF o that i only Hhe media can v Hhe radie
To design mevsages in Havsa language, We wonen will lave much awarimess and Wus ban 1o
atterd ANC serwices and avoid Hhe divease. They opired Wl ewen 3 Yy already bave beern affected by
e Airease, Hhe radio mevsages will educate Wm on where Way con g bl [or Yein condition. AU
WWWMMWWWW%VVF&MMWWM
negularky. They said Hat Yo compaigpa in Yo dimics and borpidals when women come (o
amtenatal sewices. AU Hhe rmses udewiewed were in agpeement Hat Yo compaigms onld be
conducted reglanly and Hey dhold v We radio To sach wore people. To do Hese, Wey sl 1aid
Ha [unding [pom goversment and donors wis weeded. | sddition, Hhe Lealth workers angued Hat
ey weed 2o be wolyed more in Wese campargma, eopecially inm prepaning mensages for e campaigrn
dnd Tading Hhe campaigm To people in diflferent places. They opimed Wat radio messages on WE in
e Study st and Nignia gnerally ane 1ot conducted reglanly and wen 1 is done, i1 i for very
thort periods, wot more Yham omct 4 week. This cannol be effective simce many eople are ot reached
and Were 1 alve lack of e demernt of repetition. Howeer, sl te bealth workers ntewiewed said
Wt Wey bad wever beew nwolved in & W radio progamme Tangeting women. On whether the surses
patepated i e wniing of Y progpammen, dll We sunses intowiewed 16id Wy bad 1ot One of
e surses sid;
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Our views ane ot 10ugft when writing Mo progranwmes. Yet, we bave 4 Lot of information
[pom what we bave seen by neracting with pationts, cartgivers, otben bealth. workens and e

Regarding perceived sacytilility, all the bealth. workers said 1 i 4 bty message im Mt compaigma.
ey reported Hat wen Yoush Wey lave wewer Tadun (ant in e compaigm, Wiy 1aid Wt Hhey
dwigs veplain o Hein patints and caregvers who s wacptible 1o WF disease. AU Hhe surses
ntowiewed agpeed Hat e radio mesiages Ao nol rtach many people. Tley sl agreed Wl bmowledge
byely were Bl very low and tigma bigh. The resporses ollaimed show Hal commumication
compaigra for WE sbowld be beld more regulanky, wae Linguage Wal people wnderstind and not in
bospitals alome in order To be more dffective. Regprding He demert of e rgularity of radio
messagr on WE  in e stedy area, sl toose udewiewed aaid Hhat Wy were not regulanly ained.
One of the bealth. workerns whe bad beer involved in U Teatment of We patients said: ' fff Hese sddia
WWWW, M%MW&V&%&M‘MW&W&%W@WW%
Mhey are aired 2a16ly and lick coverage. Tay conduded Hat vince W progranmes are ranely sined,
ol Women e wwawine of e progammes. Tlhis mades Wem lighly sscptible 1o WE since ey

Wher asted whetber e radio propammer on WE sined i Hhtin anta bave besn dffective in
enbancing bmowledge, sl e of Hhem were in agreement Yot for Wose Yat sttnd antenatal con,
Win lmowledge bvels lad beon raivd. They said Ut Yis war becavse more WE pationts are being
broudht 1o Loyidal, more WF patients were bringing Wemaelyes, cares of abandorment of e WE
patients were sigrificontly rducing, pationts and cantgivers wene ollowing heatmend instructions
cartully and Hhere bave beew inertared cans of covery (pom WE. However, tey all agpeed that tia
mdng 1ol be Hhe case for mnal reidets. They 16id Yol many parts of Hhe study arta bad not leer

Weer asked whetler e radio messages bave impacted om We communily and dffective in enbancing
bmowledse, one of e bealth workens said:
The radie messages offen contain informition about e caner of WF during the
progranme. ey also 1aid Yat A cortain information on He caver of e Aivare whick.
ant preverdable and Wose wlich ane nol.

The implication of Wis [inding is Wat once people bmow He cavres of WE, stigma will le reduced
and all te WE pationts will be taden To borpitals for Dreatmert. The gmeral sesponse [pom boypital
perronmtd about WF Lo that ) only e media can wae e radio o derign messages in Hasa
Language e women will bave more awareness and Y, learn 1o sBlnd snde-natal cane swices and
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avord e dvare. Howwer in e cerd Wt Hhey abready bave been affected by Yo Livease, Yo radio

Redio Sl Views om Radio Messages on WEF

Four media bowses were sampled in botl. Katsina State and Kano State with e [ollowing
brsbdown, one govrnment owd radio dlation and one private owned radio dation in tack ek,
Ve justification for Hhis ia fjor e baris of comparing i bl radio datiors comiderd verice
vMWW%&AMWMa&W%WWWWwWWW
Most of Hhe media bovses whene jowmalists were intowiewed bad 4 lavic qualification To work in 4
media orgprigation witl the bigledt qualification of 4 mastn's dgpee, Wough 1ot metrsanily 4
laic Daiming in mass communication. Twe jowmalists were itowiowed in tack radio ation
[pom Hhe programmer Department with e excption of Vidion FM whick o 4 private media bowse
and lad juit ome jownnalinl in changt of beallh. progammen. Years of working eeperience also vary
bt one particulanly bad worked [jor 1Syears which alre indicater Wt e reporter bad worked for
Longer yrans covering lealll. rlated Lssues and, Werdjore, prolably las 4 lain and vast bmowledse of
Intewiews with radio daff) rvealed Yot Al of Wem were aware of WF i Nigria and that e
ool commeon somets of information about WF 1o le medical eeperts [ollowed by radio and molile
phones. Radio stalf) equally reported Hhat He women do not iways bave scctn o radio mesiages
becavse some do 1ol bane We [irancial [pedom To own or purchase 4 radio bowewer some bad accens
to radie Yein busbards owned bt only Lstened 10 BEC Havra srvice.

flwaWWwMWWWMWMWWWMWWka
reperting on WE. Howeer, for Radio Kano i1 s 4 ytarly hadition Yat whenwer i1 Lo Hhe world
MWVVF,%MWMW%MWW%W,W,W
rtverTion and management of We disase. For Hhe other Hhree media atioms, ramely, WAZOBIA
FM, Kane, VISION FM, Kastina and Comparnion FM, sl interiowed reportens agpee et they do not
bave 4 specific progamme on WE bu any time there i 4 need, te Lssue o reported wring Hhein
vMWWMWmaWM.

Comparion FM Kastina bas e (llowing beallh. progpammes: Kl A lifiga ipals, lafiga Jiri
arnd Dosmion lyale Ko, Al Wese ane Lealth progpammes Wl bl on variows bealth Lvmes ramging
[pom cowical cancen, HIVIADS, Clolera, WE and many other bealth. ivses. The language o
communicalion i1 moilly in Hawsa linguage and Hhe juitification o Wl Hhe majorily of Hhe
avdienct wnderstands Havsa banguage. The programmes ane ained on Wednesdosy by 12100,
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VISION FM Kastina on the other band bas ont bealth commmication progamme Btled “Health ia
Wealtl”, and 32 s ained om Sutirdasy 4112 moom with 4 repest package om Wednesday a1 Ypom and
Wiy occarionally s WF disease especially whon We government wirts To crale awsremss for
women Liing in mnal antas To dccrns [pee medical sttntion. They depend on sponsors 1o heep Hhe
progpamme alloat. The language of commuication bere o in Englioh Language.

WAZOBIA FM, Kane, also bas sirned 4 programme on WF twice, while playing ot To Hhe country
project manager of United States Agrey for Intrmational Developmert (USAID) 4t 3:30pm 7o
commemorate We workld WE dayy and another initance snsitiyation for women to avail Wemalyes
WW&WW@USA’DT&W%MM%WWMWW
and Hawaa s Damalated Liden in Hhe week.

Findings (rom e itewiew also rweal Yat ffor Hhe Limes programmes bave been ained on VVF
direane, A lar crnated 4 lot of impact in Hhe senae Uat 4 Lot of misconeplions about e Aisean bave
been dispelled sand women are more aware Wl comective wngiry i1 4 soluion when bitlento Hhey
bad gwen wp bope of getting To Lnve mormal and bappy Lves. Weat His means Lo Ul Hhe Timing of
e programme i1 bty becanst, when prime Time i1 Tangtled 4 programming, Hhern Lo wery Tendency
Yot We progpanme will bave more avdionce and Yo mensage pased scrons will lave 4 geaten
impact,

Ve [indings alie indicate Ut [pom Yo four radio dations Wal were ddudied, We mesiage or
W%WWMWWMWWMWWWWMWMW

wver jowmalists whe were ntewiewed, WWMWMWW,WMWM
ancloring a programme on W, and #hat was the wwillingness of Hhe pationts 1o cooperate mainly
becanse My (tared Higmatigation by Hhein inmmediate commumity ) Wy speak wp. He boweven,

Sporsorilip of e progranme by concerned bodies St Leave 4 Lot To be desined becanae Wit [pequency
of aining We programme will nbance or pave way [or mort awartness and iminate e disean o
el Yt [peguency of We yearly occvnence of e divease 1t Wertfont, means Wt more efforts should
be made by both medical eeperts in collaboration will mom-goversmental aguncies and goversment
agncitr To design dffective radie mevsages Hhat will reach mnal dwellers on He sigps, symplons
sehnats aImnd and prvertion of vesice vaginal [Litula Aiseas.

Furtber [indings reveal Bat sl media orgamigations intowiewed agpeed Wat spot mevsages will fe
fectinve in creating awareness on e disease. They agpeed Wat malaria bas rnctived mucl awareners
becanae of spol messages Yt radio bas cannied over Me yeans and 3 only WE can also gt spomsons
o do 4 similan Wing, lers women will become victima.,
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Challenges lwolued in WF Reporting by Health Reporters.

Mot bealth reportens were of We opinion Hat willingmess on Mt part of bealth workens was ot very
tncownaging s 4 Lot of protocol was wolved epecially [or doctors who abwass bave 4 busy ackedule
Yo rant indeowiows,

Anotler challenge reported was te response pom alfected women who wind incentives before Wy can
nelate Hein Ll experiences on Living with WE To media reportrs, while in te same vein, accns T
Yt bospdal wards To towiow He women wis Liflficull as Hhe women carry along potly [or e
wrine. Thus, i1 becane difficnlt 1lling To Wem. A reporter [pom companion FM rdated s le o e
only wale who reports on bealth. (pom lis media bovae,
A bealth reporten [pom Vidion FM bas tis 10 144
[ would rally love Yat mongovermmental orgarigations partner with goverment 1o
spomon compirgps on WE This will create more awaremess and people will become
and HIV/AIDS prevestion.

A bealth. reporter [pom WAZOBIA FM Kane is of e opimion Hat media orgamigations dhould do
mort Daining and rfpedben covrser on ledth reporting 1o Wat Wey can be well cquipped 1o report
bealth. Lsmnts.

The abaence of an dertiffable sporaon for WE campaign o radio is 4 big dballenge. This means Hat
e [peguency with whick mesags on Y divare could le sined was bmited and e only rerpite wan
To wie Yhe greral lealll programmes on Wein datiom To 1l about WE with o willing lealtf.
eepert. Thin eeplaing why messages are inadeguate as seported by FOD participants.

Findings [pom media practitionens rweil Wl brosdeastns bave encountind many problems in
Wein wolvemerd in campasgm agginat WE in North West Nigria. Some of the challenges idestified
included sdortag of Aalf, lack of moders equipment, hchmical lmowledge about WE and lealth
reporting, compitition (pom other progammes, and dhort duration for WF related stories. Thes
reslls support Somin (201S) whene We challenges e media [actd in reporting bealth in Nigria
in Nigeria, lack of andionce [udback, owneribip problem, dearth of qualified perrenmel, wlan-
cntued  dewelopment  jowrmaliom, Al of communily bared or wermaculan  radio/

CONCLUSION
The stdy rtveals fows e radias bas beem reporting dbout WE and calls for support To imercase medic

eepount ss part of e (gt againat Hhe divease. Awarness of WF was through otfer radie

wsseH | 92



Communily Pacytion of e lmpact of Radio Messages on Vesico Vaginal Fiatila Disease in Norsth-Weat Nigeria

progranwmes where (piendly lealth e are also discwsnd, bt Were war ne specific progamme
MW%WW%WW%WMWWWT&WWM
conclusion being Wat progpammes Tirgted againt WF are ot adequate. The radio provided he
weeded infformation on WE and, [or Mow Wt beard Hhe mersages, Wiy wstd wch informition To
Neatmend s nssstd in We radio campaigma. Even Wough radio bad meriags on WF, thein
people in We tudy arta and war 1ol We majen somce of information about He disease. The study
conuded Hat despite Yt (pct Yot radio mass media bave inormons potntial To influence bealtf-
rlated bebaviouwns and prceptions; He wae of media [or bealtl developmert s ol witliewd bidehes on
hallerngen.

The study recommended Wt Mersages on Lfe repulsive bealth condition, sch as Vesico Vaginal
Fistula should be [pequently sined, possilbly, broadeast on 4 daily baia. Tlis will bely 1o sensitipe
Ye public on Yo sriowimess of e condiion and prevent Yam (pom Hhow practices and sttitudes
Yot bead To 1. This o becanae radio programmes Wl ane sined more offten bane been found To aclieve
e beat oudeomes when 1 comes To Ue scope of meviage Assemination. Thus, 1 i mectssany [or
radie progammes on WE 1o le sined more peguently 10 Hat people in Hhe study area can be well
informed about Hhe Aisare. Alio, or Hhe radio To acliwe We Aesined rendts on Verice Vagina
Fitula campaign, A dbould wue We appropriate choarmels Wt ane people oriented and also inertan
Wetin campaigms by dedicaling programmes To Hhe compaign.
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