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ABSTRACT

Fire outbreaks in markets have indeed reached an alarming proportion in /Nigeria. Fire outbreak in
markets 1s always occurring in different places. There is no year without their occurrences in
/Nigerianmarkets. Frequent fire outbreaks in markets have led to the loss of valuable goods, properties
and lives of people in Nigeria. To curtail this problem,the current [2013) /National Fire Safety Code of
Nigeria was studiedwith the aim of determiningits adequacy with respect to Wuse market, Garki
model market and Kado market of the Federal Capital Territory [FCTJof Nigeria, in order to
generate a frame work to improve it. I he research instrument that was used for the collection of the
primary research data is detailed discussions with the FCT Markets Operating Bodies such as the
Federal Fire Service of Nigeria in the FCT of Nigeria, National Association of Nigerian Traders in
the FCT of Nigeria, and the managing company of the markets. Adequate engagement was also
employed for detailed study of the present National Fire Safety Code of /Nigeria. The secondary
research data were generated from the reviews of relevant [literature to this research. The result of the
research showed thar the current [2013) National Fire Safety Code of /Nigeria is not adequate for
/Nigeria with respect to the frequent fire outbreaks in markets. It was recommended that the current
National Fire Safery Code of Nigeria should be reviewed to adequately focus on how to use building
design to reduce fire outbreaks and the spread of fires in buildings [passive fire prevention and
protection measures) for maximum efficiency, in order to reduce the loss of goods, properties and lives
of people in Nigerian markets.
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BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY

A market is an authorised site and a public place where people meet for trade or
where goods and services are exchanged for money; it is where almost all the basic
needs of people are sold in both wholesales and retails (Chabbi-Chemrouk, 2007;
Lipsey, 1963; Ngugi, 2015). According to Onyango er al. (2013) and Ngugi (2015, in
Africa, markets developed as open air market places where people met for business
transactions in strategic areas. After some times, markets took diverse forms such as
street markets and regional built-up markets. These transformations are as a result
of numerous factors which are economic, political, social, cultural behaviour in
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humans, urban informality, demographic changes andurban land policies for
countries of Africa that were colonised. Nigerian markets serve as places for various
forms of cultural exchanges because the sales people are usually of heterogeneous
ethnic backgrounds. A contextual review of Nigerian markets is therefore essential,
in order to appreciate the need for fire prevention and protection measures in markets
in Nigeria. Fire safety code is a made regulation under the fire prevention and
protection Act that comprises of a set of minimum standards that gives respect to
the fire safety around and within existing facilities and buildings (Ontario Ministry
of Community Safety and Correctional Services, 2016). It improves the safety of
[ives of people for the first responders to fire outbreak and the public together with
the protection of goods and properties by giving a fire hazard management,
comprehensive and integrated approach to the regulation of fire safety code. On 4th
September, 2013, the Federal Government of Nigeria, during its weekly executive
council meeting, endorsed the drafted National Fire Safety Code for
implementation across Nigeria (Federal Fire Service of Nigeria, 2013).

From the preface page of the National Fire Safety Code of Nigeria (2013), the Code
came to be as a result of Nigerian cities that continue to expand without
corresponding provision for safety infrastructure; building plans are approved
without due consideration for safety requirements and markets are constructed
without conformity with safety standards. From the acknowledgement page of the
National Fire Safety Code of Nigeria (2013), the Controller General of the Federal
Fire Service and Conference of Directors of the Fire Services met severally with the
Chief Town Planners from the thirty six (36) States of Nigeria and the Federal
Capital Territory (FCT) of Nigeria, representatives of the Federal Ministry of
Works and Housing as well as pertinent professional bodies to come up with a draft
National Fire Safety Code of Nigeria in March, 2009. It was presented as a
memorandum to National Council on Fire at its first meeting that was held in
Abuja between 28th and 30th October, 2009. Nwaogu (2015 stated that fire
outbreaks in markets have indeed reached an alarming proportionin Nigeria.Fire
outbreak in markets is always occurring in different places. There is no year without
their occurrences in Nigeria markets.lt is an established fact that whether from the
fire crackers or electrical faults and other ways of fire outbreaks in markets in
Nigeria, lives and millions of naira worth of properties are always lost in the
process.According to Federal Fire Serviceof Nigeria (2016), frequent fire outbreaks in
Nigerianmarkets is a problem and they have led to loss of valuable goods, properties
and lives of people. Therefore, this study aimed todeterminethe adequacy of the
current (2013) National Fire Safety Code of Nigeria with respect to Wuse market,
Garki model market and Kado market of the FCT of Nigeria, in order to generate a
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frame work to improve it. Theobjectives of the research are: to engage in detailed
study of the presentNational Fire Safety Code of Nigeria; to ascertain the
adequacy of the National Fire Safety Code of Nigeria with respect to Wuse market,
Garki model market and Kado market through the opinions of the National Fire
Service of Nigeria; to find out the adequacy of the National Fire Safety Code of
Nigeria with respect to Wuse market, Garki model market and Kado market
through the opinions of the National Association of Nigerian Traders, andto assess
the adequacy of the National Fire Safety Code of Nigeria with respect to Wuse
market, Garki model market and Kado market through the opinions of their
managing company. T he scope of this study is the whole buildings in Wuse market,
Garki model market and Kado market. The FCTof Nigeria is located in the central
part of Nigeria (Murray, 2007 and Nnodim, 2011). Wuse Market is located along
Sani Abacha Way|(off Zone 6 Neighbourhood Park, and Unique World); it is
situated in Wuse in the Abuja Municipal Area Council of the FCT of Nigeria
(Satellite Google Map Data, 2016a). Garki model market is located along Mustajad
Street (off Karaye Street and Samuel Ladoke Akintola Boulevard); it is situated in
the central part of the Abuja Municipal Area Council of the FCT of Nigeria
(Satellite Google Map Data, 2016b). Kado market is located along Jabi - Karimo
road (off Public Works Quarters, and Jabi Reservoir); it is situated in Kado in the
Gwarimpa Districtof the Abuja Municipal Area Council of the FCT of Nigeria
(Google Earth Map, 2016).

RESEARCH METHOD

Descriptive survey method was used for this research which led to the generation of
qualitative data. The primary research data were gotten from the Federal Capital
Territory (FCT) Markets Operating Bodies such as the Federal Fire Service (FES)
of Nigeria in the FCT of Nigeria, National Association of Nigerian Traders
(NANT]) in the FCT of Nigeria, and the managing company of Wuse market,
Garki model market and Kado market. The managing company of the markets that
were studied isAbuja Markets Management Limited.According to Abuja Markets
Management Limited (2016), there are 2,091 sales points in Wuse market,1,430 sales
points in Garki model market and 353 sales points in Kado market. These sales
points were considered in generating theprimary research data by the FCT Markets
Operating Bodies. The research instrumentthat was used for the collection of the
primary research data is detailed discussions with the FCT Markets Operating
Bodies. Adequate engagement was also employed for detailed study of the present
National Fire Safety Code of Nigeria.The secondary research data were
generatedfrom the reviews of relevant literature to this research.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The ideal National Fire Safety Code is to cover both the passive and active fire
prevention and protection measures within and around the buildings and facilities
(International Fire Code, 2012; National Fire Protection Association, 2016; National
Institute of Building Sciences, 2017; Nigerian Society of Engineers, 2016). However,
the 2013 National Fire Safety Code of Nigeria which is currently in use gives little
consideration to how to use building design to reduce fire outbreaks and the spread of
fires in buildings (passive fire prevention and protection measures). The discussions
with the staff of the FCT Market Operating Bodies such as the Federal Fire Service
of Nigeria, National Association of Nigerian Traders and the managing company
of the markets that were studied revealed that the current National Fire Safety
Code of Nigeria is not adequate for Nigeria with respect to frequent fire outbreaks
in markets. It was further emphasised that by considering the design of Wuse
market, Garki model market, Kado market and many other Nigerian markets, there
is a need for an improvement on the National Fire Safety Code of Nigeria with
respect to markets.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Markets were recapped with their significances which showed that they are public
places where people meet for trade or where goods and services are exchanged for
money; they are also places for various forms of cultural exchanges because the sales
people are usually of heterogeneous ethnic backgrounds. The significances of fire
safety code were also recapped as it improves the safety of lives of people for the first
responders to fire outbreak and the public together with the protection of goods and
properties by giving a fire hazard management, comprehensive and integrated
approach to regulation of fire safety code. Theaim of the research was
todeterminethe adequacy of the current (2013) National Fire Safety Code of Nigeria
with respect to Wuse market, Garki model market and IKado market of the FCT of
Nigeria, in order to generate a frame work to improve it. The sales points in the
study area were considered in generating the primary research data by the FCT
Markets Operating Bodiessuch as the Federal Fire Serviceof Nigeria in the FCT of
Nigeria, National Association of Nigerian Traders in the FCT of Nigeria, and the
managing company of the markets that were studied. The research instrument that
was used for the collection of the primary research data is detailed discussions with
the FCT Markets Operating Bodies. Adequate engagement was also employed for
detailed study of the presentNational Fire Safety Code of Nigeria. The secondary
research data were generated from the reviews of relevant literature to this research.
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The result of the research showed thatthe ideal National Fire Safety Code is to
cover both the passive and active fire prevention and protection measures within and
around the buildings and facilities.However, the 2013 National Fire Safety Code of
Nigeria which is currently in use gives little consideration to how to use building
design to reduce fire outbreaks and the spread of fires in buildings (passive fire
prevention and protection measures), and this is a very serious weakness. It also
showed that the current National Fire Safety Code of Nigeria is not adequate for
Nigeria with respect to the frequent fire outbreaks in markets. It further revealed
that by considering the design of Wuse market, Garki model market, Kado market
and many other Nigerian markets, there is a need for an improvement on the
National Fire Safety Code of Nigeria with respect to markets. It is recommended
that the current (2013) National Fire Safety Code of Nigeria should be reviewed to
adequately focus on how to use building design to reduce fire outbreaks and the
spread of fires in buildings (passive fire prevention and protection measures) for
maximum efficiency, in order to reduce the loss of goods, properties and lives of
people in Nigerian markets. There is no assessment that was carried out with
regards to the numbers of sales people that are under insurance cover due to the
frequent fire outbreaks in markets, in order to know how the sales people are prepared
to recover their lost goods and properties when there are fire outbreaks in markets,
and this is a gap in knowledge. Therefore, it is finally recommended that in
subsequent study of this kind, this gap should be addressed.
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